®my Upcoming
@ \\or kshops
\ and Meetings:

- Oct. 27, 7:00 pm

What: Instream Flow/Quantity
Subcommittee

Where: WallaWalla County
Planning Dept., 310 W. Poplar,
Suite #001, WallaWalla

- Nov. 5, 6:00 pm

What: Subbasin Planning In-
troduction to EDT Workshop,
Vision Devel opment and HCP
NEPA Pre-Scoping

Where: WA Dept. of Transpor-
tation, 12" & G - Airport Exit,
WallaWalla

- Nov. 10, 1:00 pm
What: Habitat Subcommittee
(Subbasin Terrestrial)

Where: Columbia Co. Fair-
grounds Y outh Building, Day-
ton

- Nov. 19, 6:00 pm

What: Subbasin Planning
Citizen EDT Workshop
Where: WA Dept. of Transpor-
tation, 12" & G - Airport Exit,
WallaWalla

- Nov. 24, 6:00 pm potluck;
7:00 pm meeting

What: Planning Unit

Where: Columbia Co. Fair-

grounds Y outh Building, Day-
ton

Meeting times, dates, and loca-
tions are subject to change. See
the Walla Walla County Water-
shed Planning Website for the
most up-to-date information.

What isWater shed Planning?

Watershed planning is a cooperative effort between community members including
landowners, local governments, conservation groups, tribes, state and federal agencies,
and many other entities that are coordinating together to develop local solutions to
regional water issues. Severa of the current watershed planning processes are

described below.

HB 2514 Watershed Planning

With funding from the Washington
State Dept. of Ecology, a community-
supported plan is being developed to en-
hance the management of water re-
sources to meet the current and future
needs of people and fish. In 1998 the
State Legidature passed HB 2514, the
Comprehensive Watershed Planning
Act. It provides a framework within
which municipal, Tribal, agricultural,
commercial and other interests can col-
labor ate to develop balanced, local so-
lutions to water issues affecting peo-
ple and fish. Community members
have joined together in the Walla Walla
Watershed Planning Unit and its sub-
committees to address issues surround-
ing instream flow, water quality, water
guantity and habitat elements in Water
Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 32
across Walla Walla and Columbia coun-
ties. The plan, focused on the Washing-
ton portion of the basin, is scheduled to
be completed by 2005.

Comprehensive Irrigation District
Management Plan (CIDMP)

With Washington State Dept. of Agri-
culture funding, the CIDMP pilot in
Walla Walla County includes a two-path
approach that addresses an irrigation
district (Path 1) and individual irrigators
(Path 2). The objective of the CIDMPis
to assist irrigators in complying with
the Endangered Species Act and the
Clean Water Act. Through negotiation
of permits and agreements with Federa
and State agencies, irrigators can
achieve a level of assurance regarding
violations and/or lawsuits stemming
from the provisions in these laws. Using
the CIDMP as a template, irrigation dis-
tricts and individua irrigators may
adopt a similar planning approach to co-
ordinate with the HCP effort and 2514
Watershed Planning.

Bi-State Habitat
(HCP)

This plan will address habitat enhance-
ment and endangered species protection
across the entire water shed (Washington
and Oregon) while providing economic
stability for landownersand water users.
The HCP document will identify agreed-
upon actions to minimize potential ‘take’
of threatened bull trout and steelhead. With
a completed HCP, participants are eligible
for an incidental take permit providing fed-
eral government assurance to continue their
HCP-covered activities. The HCP Coordi-
nating Committee (HCPCC) leads the HCP
process and coordinates between stake-
holders in Oregon and Washington. With
federal funding, work on this planning ef-
fort will continue into 2004-2005.

Conservation Plan

Subbasin Planning

The Northwest Power Planning Council
was established in 1980 by Congress to en-
sure that the states of Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, and Montana have a voice in how
the region plans for its energy needs, while
at the same time mitigating the effects of
the hydropower system on fish and wild-
life in the Columbia River Basin. The
Walla Walla Subbasin Plan is one of 62
plans of this type currently under develop-
ment in the Columbia River Basin. The
Walla Walla Subbasin Plan is a bi-state ef-
fort, being developed by the Walla Walla
Watershed Planning Unit (Washington) in
cooperation with the Walla Walla Basin
Watershed Council (Oregon). When the
plan is completed in May 2004, it will be-
come the source for specific actions and
projects recommended by the Council for
Bonneville Power funding and implemen-
tation. See “Spotlight on Subbasin Plan-
ning” on the following page for more de-
tails on this effort.

Over the last four months, six local workshops were held across Columbia County and
Walla Walla County to gain public input and provide information on water shed planning.
Do you have comments or suggestions?

Please contact Cathy LaRoqgue or your local Planning Unit member with your suggestions or
comments on the draft action plans presented at the workshops. If you were unable to attend,
information presented at the workshops can be found on the Watershed Planning Website.




'@m Spotlight on Subbasin Planning B@?

Under the direction of the Northwest Power Planning
Council, Subbasin Plans will address the requirements of
the Endangered Species Act and the Clean Water Act, the
requirements of the Northwest Power Act and the policies
of the states and Indian Tribes. Consisting of three main
parts, the Walla Walla Subbasin Plan will identify the
goasfor fish, wildlife, and habitat, establish the strategies
to meet those objectives, and define objectives that meas-
ure progress toward these goals. Here are the three main
parts of the plan:

- A subbasin Assessment is atechnical analysisto deter-
mine the biological potential of each subbasin and the op-
portunities for restoration. It describes the existing and
historic resources, conditions and characteristics using
various analytical tools as well as data collected from
state and local efforts. Within this process, the Ecosystem
Diagnosis and Treatment (EDT) model is made available
to planners that allows them to scientifically assemble ex-
isting aquatic and habitat information.

. Thelnventory includes al the information on existing pro-
grams, activities and management plansin the subbasin. It
identifies the sponsor, or lead organizations, the funding
source, past accomplishments, relationship to other activi-
tiesin the subbasin, and how well these projects address
known limiting factors.

. The Management Plan isa 10 to 15 year plan that includes
avision, biological objectives, strategies, and a short- and
long-term budget for implementation. The plan isbased on
local cultural, economic, legal and environmental priorities.

The assessment and inventory sections of the subbasin plan
for the WallaWalla Watershed are in progress and upcoming
meetings on November 5, 10" and 19" are opportunities for
you to provide input on the subbasin vision, EDT modéd re-
sults, and draft assessment documents. Dates and |ocations
for upcoming management plan meetings and links to draft
documents will be posted for review on the WallaWallaWa-
tershed website at www.wallawallawater shed.org.

How Can | Get Involved In Water shed Planning?

- Attend Water shed Planning M eetings and Wor kshops

All meetings and workshops are open to the public and you
are encouraged to attend and provide input as the watershed
plans are devel oped.

The Planning Unit is a committee comprised of voluntary citi-
zen and agency members providing the backbone for water-
shed planning. To learn more about local strategies or to find
out it your concerns are being addressed in the planning proc-
ess, contact a Planning Unit member.

- Participatein the Backyard Stream Team Project

The Walla Walla Backyard Stream Team (WWBST) provides
support to urban landowners living along the many creeks and

streamsin our watershed. WWBST provides education through
a stream stewardship pledge project to encourage improvement

of water quality, water conservation and protection of urban
riparian areas. For more information on this project contact
Judith Johnson at (509) 529-8009 or P.O. Box 2317 Walla
Walla, WA 99362.

- Vidgit the Walla Walla Water shed Planning Website,
with linksto detailed information and a list of Plan-
ning Unit Members.

Walla Walla County Water shed Planning
www.wallawallawater shed.org

- For Morelnformation, contact:

Cathy LaRoque

WallaWalla County Watershed Planning
310 W Poplar #001, WallaWalla, WA 99362
(509) 527-3285

Email: claroque@co.wala-wallawa.us
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