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July 23, 2007
6:30pm - 9:00pm
Planning Unit Meeting
WA State Dept of Transportation
Conference Room
1210 G Street
Walla Walla, WA

July 25, 2007
8:30am
Watershed Outreach
Discussion Group
Merchants Ltd. Café, Main Street
Walla Walla, WA

August 2, 2007
9:00am - 12:00noon
HCP Coordinating Committee
Meeting
Blue Mountain Community College
Room 110

311 North Columbia Ave
Milton Freewater, OR

August 29, 2007
8:30am
Watershed Outreach
Discussion Group
Merchants Ltd. Café, Main Street
Walla Walla, WA

Meeting times, dates, and locations are subject to
change. See the Walla Walla County Watershed
Planning Website calendar for the most
up-to-date meeting information.

www.wallawallawatershed.org/calendar.html
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Articles & photographs contributed by
Walla Walla County Watershed Planning

Since the February 2007 publication of the Washingt on Department
of Ecology (Ecology) WRIA 32 Instream Flow Rule (WA C 173-532),
public hearings were held and the comment period en ded in March 2007.
Additional meetings between Ecology and the local s takeholders have
included discussions about challenges in implementi ng this Rule. While

the proposed Rule will not change existing water ri  ghts, it will address

future water management for permit-exempt wells, st  ock-watering, and

environmental enhancement projects.

Recent discussions have focused on the Rule’s mitig ation requirement for
some new exempt wells (WAC 173-532-050) and the rol es to be played
by Ecology and local governments in implementing a  mitigation strategy.
The June 18, 2007 meeting between Ecology Director Jay Manning,
County Commissioners and local legislators resulted in commitments
by Ecology and County Watershed Planning staff to ¢ larify all aspects
of the mitigation strategy, including the costs and mechanism for
participating in a water bank or other type of wate r exchange program.
Public information materials are also being develop ed to assist with Rule
requirements such as metering use for new wells in  the shallow aquifer.

It is expected that the Rule will be finalized soon , so much of the current
work is targeting resolution of concerns by the end  of July 2007.
The Walla Walla Watershed Planning Unit will meet at 6:30pm
on Monday, July 23, 2007 (WA Dept. of Transportation conference

room, 1210 G. Street, Walla Walla) with Ecology sta ff to discuss
implementation of the Rule and the next steps in Ec ology's Rule
making process.

For additional information on the Rule, information is available online
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-flows/wa___llawallabasin.html
Please contact Cathy Schaeffer at (509)524-2648 or cschaeffer@co.walla-
walla.wa.us if you have any questions.

In follow-up to the March 15, 2007 meeting of the W alla Walla Bi-State

HCP Coordinating Committee, comments were received through
mid-May 2007 on the Walla Walla River Bull Trout an  d Steelhead Life
Cycle Models. These comments have informed the ongo ing discussions
between HCP applicants and the federal services (US FWS and NMFS) to
develop the HCP actions and alternatives. Additiona | communications
about the process and next steps have been communic ated as part of the
ongoing effort to engage and local and regional sta keholders.

(continued on page 2)
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continued from cover

What's New!

Funding in the amount of $547,000 for completion of the Walla Walla Bi-State HCP in 2008 has been
secured through successful grant application to the  USFWS for a third year of Section 6 HCP funding.
Calendar year 2008 work will include finalizing the HCP and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),
wrapping up the National Environmental Policy Act (  NEPA) process, and completing negotiations and
development of an incidental take permit for HCP ap plicants. The HCP process, which began in 2001,
will be completed by December 31, 2008 for the firs t tier of HCP applicants. Future HCP applicants may
join the process through negotiations and amendment  of the programmatic EIS post-2008, including
potential applicants such as individual irrigators.

Next Steps
The next meeting of the Bi-State HCP Coordinating Committee will be held on Thursday, August
2, 2007 from 9:00am to 12 noon in Milton Freewater at the Blue Mountain Community Col lege,

Room 110 (311 North Columbia Avenue). This will be an oppor tunity to discuss conservation measures
for inclusion in the HCP alternatives, receive info rmation on the NEPA effort and share updates on
monitoring and project efforts related to HCP devel opment. Please refer to the Walla Walla County Wa -
tershed Planning Website calendar for the most up-t o-date meeting information at
www.wallawallawatershed.org/calendar.html. Please contact Cathy Schaeffer if you have addition al
guestions at cschaeffer@co.walla-walla.wa.us or (509) 524-2648. Thank you.
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The Department of Ecology provides funding for
five years after the completion of a watershed plan
with the specific intent of implementing the plan
and its recommended actions. To date projects for
the first and second Year of funding have been
selected. Three projects were selected in the firs t
year and all three were completed by June 30,
2007. The three first year projects are: Dayton

4= \Work on re-countouring the pond after deepening the  pool.

Dayton grade-schoolers look on, as Mark Schuck and =)
USFWS work to stock the pond on March 16, 2007.

Juvenile Pond (photos: above and left), Yellowhawk
Streamkeepers (photos: opposing page), and Russell
Creek Riparian Restoration (photos: opposing page).
Under the second year of funding work was
completed on the: Yellowhawk-Caldwell Creek

Restoration Project and has begun on the Walla
Walla Watershed Signage Project (photo: page 3),
and the Columbia River Water Management Pro-

gram Coordination Project, work on the Gose St.

Project will begin in July, 2007.
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I Before From the northeast corner of the project, lo oking southwest toward Russell Creek. After

I Looking across Yellowhawk Creek, a row of mulch fab ric
with new plantings. This planting augments a previo  us
planting and helps to control reed canary grass as well as
other standard riparian restoration benefits.

Portion of a buffer restored with native plantings.
Three locations received restoration efforts under  this
grant. Outreach efforts informing additional resid  ents
also occurred via a multitude of methods.

The Watershed signage project posted 35 signs
in 16 locations during the first phase of work.
With the project being divided by fiscal year
the project is about fifty percent complete with
all signs placed during this fiscal year being
under the jurisdiction of the City of Walla
Walla. The remainder of the signs to be in-
stalled in the upcoming fiscal year, by December 20 07 will

include signs in Columbia County as well as unincor

porated

Walla Walla County.  (photo courtesy of: Walla Walla Union-Bulletin)

For additional information and an article, that was

in the

Union-Bulletin June 28, 2007 concerning the Walla W alla
Watershed Sighage project go online at  www.union-
bulletin.com/articles/2007/06/28/local_news/local01 .txt.
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