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WRIA 32 PHASE IV YEAR 3 ROUND 2 PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 
FUNDING GRANT APPLICATION 

 
APPLICANT / ORGANIZATION 

Applicant 
Signature 

 
 

Official 
Contact 

Brian Burns 

Organization Tri-State Steelheaders  

Physical Address 216 N Roosevelt St. Walla Walla, WA 99362 

Mailing Address PO Box 1375 

Phone (509) 529-3543 Fax (509) 529-3543 E-mail tssbb@charterinternet.com 

Project Name Russell Creek Urban Riparian Buffer Restoration, Phase Two 

Project Location Russell Creek & Cottonwood Rd, Walla Walla County Walla Walla 

Sub-Watershed/Stream Names Yellowhawk Creek Sub-Watershed/Russell Creek 
 

SUMMARY of PROJECT  
DESCRIPTION  
This project will restore approximately 0.4 acre of riparian buffer and install livestock exclusion fencing 
on Russell Creek, just outside the City of Walla Walla, within the Urban Growth Area, in an area where 
development is proceeding rapidly. Volunteers from the community and local schools will plant native 
trees and shrubs to widen the riparian zone on the south bank of Russell Creek for approximately 500 
feet. Native grasses will be established for weed control.  Riparian vegetation will address a bank 
erosion problem. 
 
BENEFITS (what issues will this funding address) 
Approximately 0.4 acre of riparian vegetation will be restored. 
 
An expanded riparian buffer will provide shading, filtration, and large woody debris recruitment to 
Russell Creek, which supports rearing of juvenile ESA-listed steelhead. 
 
Adjacent to riparian restoration project previously completed on Russell Creek with Phase IV funding. 
 
Stabilize the eroding stream bank.  
 
Livestock excluded from access to Russell Creek. 
 
Provide a refuge of habitat, helping to replace habitats lost by development. 
 
Opportunities for education of volunteer work groups. 
 
A highly visible restoration project in the community.   
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STATUS (is the proposal currently underway, have any agreements, approvals or preliminary measures been completed?) 
The project is ready to proceed with funding.  Planting will be scheduled for Fall 2008. 
 
CONTEXT (Explain the relevancy of this project to the Watershed Plan and if applicable the Walla Walla Subbasin plan , 
Snake River Salmon Recovery plan, etc.) 
The Watershed Plan references poor temperature and habitat quality on Russell Creek and calls for 
riparian restoration in management objectives basin-wide and for the Walla Walla/College Place 
Implementation Area (which contains Russell Creek). Specific references include: 
 -- Temperature is listed as a water quality concern for Russell Creek in Table 4-20.  
 -- Habitat conditions for Russell Creek (grouped with Cottonwood and Reser Creeks) are rated as 
    "Poor-Fair," Primary habitat concerns listed include riparian condition and water temperature, which 
    are addressed by this project (Table 4-23). 
 -- Russell Creek is one of three Yellowhawk tributaries named as providing relatively cool water to the  
     Yellowhawk, and as supporting confirmed steelhead rearing and presumed limited spawning.  
     Riparian  condition of these tributaries is noted as poor (p. 4-49).  
 
This project addresses Watershed Plan management objectives BW22 (protecting and enhancing 
riparian areas), BW24 (lowering water temp), BW25 (enhancing riparian vegetation and canopy cover 
on a tributary stream), WC7 (increase riparian buffers on all streams), and WC10 (riparian protection 
and enhancement). 
 
Russell Creek in the project vicinity provides rearing habitat for ESA listed summer steelhead. All 
habitat factors for Russell Creek are rated as poor by the 2004 Lead Entity Habitat Protection & 
Restoration Strategy: Snake River Region (p.35).  
 
The Walla Walla Subbasin Plan ranks the restoration potential for steelhead on Russell Creek (as a 
Yellowhawk tributary) as 21st out of 51 geographic areas, and ranks the potential benefit for protection 
at 27th out of 51 geographic areas. 
 
Russell Creek in the vicinity of the project is on Washington Department of Ecology's 303(d) list for 
temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, fecal coliform, and chloride.  
 
Completion of this project is a necessary step at this site for the implementation of item #21 in Table 3-1 
in the DIP.  
From Table 3-1, page 3-4 of the DIP: 

 
 

 
Additional partners: agencies, landowners, volunteers? In this proposal, the landowners are the partners. 
 
Please list affected landowner(s): Federal, Local, Private, State, or Tribal: Jennie and Kurt Smith 
(private)  
 
For each landowner explain the agreement that is in place (agreements must be in place for project 
consideration)?  See attached landowner acknowledgment.  The proposed plan for project maintenance is 
for Tri-State Steelheaders to control weeds and provide additional plants as needed for five years. Tri-
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State Steelheaders and the landowners will share fence maintenance for five years, after which time the 
landowners will be solely responsible for its upkeep.   
 
When known and as necessary, identify the staff, consultants, and subcontractors that will be designing 
and implementing the project, including their names, qualifications, roles and responsibilities.  If not yet 
known, describe the selection process.  Project design & implementation will be provided by Tri-State 
Steelheaders. Plant lists and planting plan will be designed by Brian Burns, Project Manager for Tri-
State Steelheaders and Tara Patten, Habitat Restoration Technician. Bids will be solicited for site 
preparation, seeding of native grasses, and fencing. Plant material will be purchased based on price, 
availablility, and quality (size) of material. Volunteers will be recruited from the community and from 
local schools to install the plants. Tri-State Steelheaders will monitor plant survival for the duration of 
the project.   
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PROJECT FUNDING/BUDGET 
(Other state funds will not be acceptable as match) 

2008-9 Project Implementation Funding requested in this application:            $ 8407 
Total sponsor match/in-kind cost share contribution (10% required):              $ 850  
Total cost of project (match & project implementation funding requested):     $ 9257 

 
BUDGET BY ELEMENT   Requested  Match  Total 
 
1. SALARIES    $3520   $      $3520 

2. BENEFITS    $   $      $      

3. CONTRACTED SERVICES  $3495   $       $3495 

4. TRAVEL    $117   $      $117 

5. EQUIPMENT    $       $      $      

6. GOODS/SERVICES   $1275   $      $1275 

7. OVERHEAD    $       $      $      

8. IN-KIND     $       $850  $850 

 
TOTAL BUDGET BY ELEMENT  $8407    $850  $9257 
 
TOTAL REQUEST FOR FISCAL YEAR (09)    $8407 

 
PARTNERSHIPS: COST SHARE and LANDOWNERSHIP 

Matching Funds or In-Kind Contributions 

Individual/ 
Organization 

Description 
Cash cost 

share or In-
Kind 

Secured 
or 

pending 

If pending, 
until when? 

 
$ Amount/Value 

 

Local Schools 
Volunteer 

Labor 
In-kind Pending 

When fall 
class 

schedules 
are known 

$850 

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

Estimated Project Cost share (must be 10% of total project cost):  850 
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SCOPE OF WORK 

(Edit the format of this page as needed by disabling the protect form button ( ) from the forms toolbar) 

PROJECT TITLE: Russell Creek Urban Riparian Restoration: Phase Two 
 
 
PROJECT GOAL: Restore riparian buffer on the south bank of Russell Creek for 500 feet. 
 
 
PROJECT PURPOSE/NEED: Provide riparian buffer function for water quality and for 
rearing of juvenile steelhead in Russell Creek.  Exclude livestock access to the creek.  Stabilize 
the eroding vertical bank.        
 

TASKS 
 
Task 1. Site preparation and planting 
ACTIONS: Weed control, mechanical site preparation, and seeding with native grasses. 

       
DELIVERABLES: Site is prepared for planting.  Native grasses seeded by hydroseeding or seed 
drill.  

       
COMPENSATION: Dependent on bids. 

       
 
Task 2. Fence 
ACTIONS: Install livestock exclusion fencing. 

       
DELIVERABLES: Fence installed with access gate. 

       
COMPENSATION: Dependent on bids. 

       
 

 
Task 3. Plant native trees and shrubs 
ACTIONS: Volunteers plant native trees and shrubs. 

       
DELIVERABLES: 1350 plants installed. 

       
COMPENSATION: Dependent on source, size, and quality of plants.   

       
 
 



Russell Creek Urban Riparian Restoration
Area Map

Project Site
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